SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE 
SARL NEWS SUNDAY 15 FEBRUARY 2004 


You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio 
League, the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news 
bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 Central Africa Time (CAT) in 
Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English. 


As an experiment in order to try and achieve better coverage this bulletin will 
also be relayed on 10,130 MHz as regularly as possible. Reception reports on 
this frequency will be appreciated. 


This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za 
and on packet bulletin boards. 


SILENT KEYS 


It is with regret that this week we have to announce the passing away of several 
radio amateurs. 


Pierre Knobel, ZS2ABC of Aston Bay, became a silent key on the 27th October 
2003. In earlier years, Pierre also had the call sign ZS6AUQ when he lived in 
Klerksdorp. To his wife, children and friends, our sincere condolences. 


Sally Gordon, ZS6CDZ, became a silent key early in January. Sally was well 
known among the Citizen Band fraternity until she obtained her ZS licence. She 
was very active on the air but in later years, her health deteriorated, with results 
she was not heard much on the air. To her two children, Andrea and Rudolph, 
our sincere condolences. 


Malcolm Chapman, ZS1MC, passed away peacefully in the early morning hours 
of 6 February. Malcolm was 55 years old and an active member of the Overberg 
Amateur Radio Club as well as the SARL. We pray for them and condolences 
go to his wife Terry-Anne, their children, other relatives and friends with their 
tragic loss. 


Steve Wright, ZS6CFO, passed away on Saturday 7th February after a long 
battle with cancer. Steve served as chairman of the Lictenburg Amateur Radio 
Club in the year 2000 under very difficult circumstances. He will be remembered 
for his willingness to always be available when called upon. He was the Chief 
Fire Officer and paramedic for Lichtenburg. Our deepest sympathies go to his 
wife, children, relatives and friends. 


Albert le Roux, ZS6A XL, of Loch Vaal passed away on 13 February in 1 Military 
hospital in Pretoria. He suffered from kidney-desease and died at the age of 74 
years. Albert was a founder member of the then Tak Noord-Transvaal and until 
recenlty quite active on the amateur bands. To his wife Hannie, relatives and 
friends we extend our deepest sympathy. 


(PAUSE) 


In the news today: 

MEGA FLEAMARKET IN PRETORIA 

ECHO SATELLITE’S LAUNCH DATE POSTPONED 
NASA’S “RETURN TO FLIGHT” MISSION 
PRESIDENT’S NET 

SAARDT COMPETITION 

Stay tuned for more detail on these and other news items. 


Visit the SARL Web site or call the SARL office which is open on weekdays 
from 09:00 to 13:00 at 011 675 2393 for details on how to join, book sales and 
all related amateur radio activities. 


SARL NEWS invites clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to 
amateurs on the web site of the SARL, which is www.sarl.org.za/newsinbox.asp 
not later than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. It would be appreciated 
if you could do it in both Afrikaans and English. 


You are listening to ZS6SRL. 
The news follows in detail. 
MEGA FLEAMARKET IN PRETORIA 


The Pretoria Amateur Radio Club will be hosting a Mega fleamarket on Sa- 
terday 28 February. The fleamarket will be held at the usual place at the 
South-Campus of the University of Pretoria, at the corner of University and 
Lynwood roads. The starting time is 09:00. 


Everyone, clubs and non club members are welcome to attend. Come and visit 
this Mega Fleamarket in Pretoria. Phone Almero ZR6RY on (H)(012) 567 3722 
or 082 908 3359 if you want to book a table or if you need more detail about 
the fleamarket. 


ECHO SATELLITE’S LAUNCH DATE POSTPONED 


AMSAT-NA President Robin Haighton, VE3FRH, has announced that due to 
a delay in the delivery of the primary payload to the launch site in Kazakhstan, 
the launch of the ECHO satellite has been delayed by some three months. “The 
‘official’ launch date is now June 29, 2004,” Haighton said. “I assume that this 
new date is the start of the new launch window, which may last several weeks.” 


NASA’S “RETURN TO FLIGHT” MISSION 


In NASA’s program to get the shuttle Atlantis back in service, they call the 
first planned mission, STS 114, “Return to Flight” mission. They expect that 
it might not happen until until 2005. It will be the first since Columbia broke 
apart on February 1, 2003, during reentry following a 16-day science mission. 


The mishap claimed the lives of seven astronauts—three of them Amateur Radio 
licensees. 


NASA has announced the names of the members of the Atlantis crew of 
seven, six of which are radio amateurs. Mission Commander will be Eileen 
Collins, KD5EDS. A veteran of three space flights, Collins has logged more 
than 530 hours in space. Other crew members are Pilot James Kelly, 
KC5ZSW; Mission Specialists Charles Camarda, KC5ZSY; Wendy Lawrence, 
KC5KU; Soichi Noguchi, KD5TVP; Stephen Robinson, and Andy Thomas, 
KD5CHF/VK5MIR. 


During the Return to Flight mission, the crew will test and evaluate new proce- 
dures for flight safety and shuttle inspection and repair techniques. 


Sarlnews, and we are sure all radio amateurs around the world, trusts that the 
“Return to Flight” mission will be a 100% success. 


SOLAR ACTIVITY 


Tad Cook, K7RA, of Seattle, Washington, reported that Solar flux and sunspot 
numbers were up slightly last week, and average planetary A index was down a 
little. Unfortunately, this isn’t likely a trend, at least over the long term. 


Over the next few days expect solar flux to stay around 110, then gradually 
decline toward 100, where it should stay until around February 22. Due to a 
coronal hole and a solar wind stream, geomagnetic conditions should remain 
unsettled to active. 


We are indebted to the ARRL newsletter for the previous three news items. 
SARL PRESIDENT’S NET - CALL FOR ASSISTANCE 


The next President’s Net is due to take place in a fortnight’s time on the 29th 
February. In this connection we wish to remind listeners and participants that 
the SARL Council would like to expand the President’s Net to provide better 
coverage across the country. Council would like to broadcast the net on 40 m, 
30 m and 20 m, and to relay the net onto as many local repeaters around the 
country as possible. This is where You come in. Council is looking for people 
all over the country who are willing to perform the local relay from HF onto 
VHF or UHF. You will need to be a ZS licensee, and will need at minimum a HF 
transceiver and VHF/UHF transceiver capable of operating at the same time. 


Council is grateful for assistance already offered but the more people who are 
prepared to assist, so much the better. 


If you are interested in assisting, please contact Peter Hers, ZS6PHD, at 083 
445 4634 or by email zs6phd@mweb.co.za. 


SA AMATEUR RADIO DEVELOPMENT TRUST DESIGN AND CON- 
STRUCTION PROJECT COMPETITION 


In relation to the above item we also wish to remind all of the competition 
launched by the South African Amateur Radio Development Trust for the design 
and construction project for a mixer/controller unit. The project is in response 
to the SARL request for such a unit to facilitate various programmes such as 
the Chairman’s net and other on the air discussion and education projects. The 
unit will typically connect the inputs end outputs of several transceivers, a 
microphone, tape and other audio devices. 


To participate you need to register with the SA Amateur Radio Development 
Trust by sending your contact details by email to saardt@intekom.co.za or by 
fax to 012 991 5651. You will receive a specification document setting the 
requirements. The closing date for the design is 29 February 2004. 


ACTIVITIES IN WHICH TO PARTICIPATE 


18 February - the Mega flea market of the Pretoria Amateur Radio Club at the 
already well known site. 29 February - The President’s net; and the same day 
is the closing date for entries in the SAARDT design competition. 


The SARL invites you to listen to Amateur Radio Mirror International on 17 
815, 9 750, and 7 082 kHz and 145,625 MHz in East London, 145,650 in Durban 
145,750 MHz in Pretoria and 438,800 in the Sandton area. A repeat broadcast 
can be heard on Mondays at 21:00 CAT on 8 215 kHz. 


Telkom and Sentech sponsor ARMI. 


This then brings us to the end of today’s bulletin, which was compiled by George, 
ZS6NE, and read by ........from...... as a service to radio amateurs, short wave 
listeners and electronic enthusiasts. 


You have been listening to ZS6SRL and thank you for having joined us. Also 
many thanks to those persons who supply news for our bulletins and the ama- 
teurs who relay the bulletins so regularly. 


Goodbye everyone. 


/EX 


